
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Principal:         Mr. Paul M. Brennan Riverside Elementary West 
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For our full Newsletter please visit:  

http://www.riversidesd.com/west.htm 
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SSttaaff ff   SSppoott ll iigghhtt   SSttuuddeenntt   SSppoott ll iigghhtt   

Mr. Preston has been with us for 

a portion of two school years 

now.  He is responsible for the 

security and safety of our 

students.   He can always be 

found going above and beyond 

his job description whether it is 

in the cafeteria or out on the 

playground.  

 

Great Job! 

More can be seen on the web at: 

http://www.riversidesd.com/west.htm 

 

Amelia is a Kindergarten 

student in Mrs. Harcharôs 

class.  She loves her family!  

Her favorite color is pink.  She 

likes to play with her friend, 

Kristen.  She wants to be a 

teacher like Mrs. Harchar 

when she gets older.  She has 

two fish named Bubbles and 

Lilo.       

  

Great Job! 

More can be seen on the web at: 

http://www.riversidesd.com/west.htm 
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MMrr..  BBrreennnnaann  

Principalôs Message 

     The next several weeks will be hectic for most!  

During the holiday season, there are a lot of 

events going on in our area.  Please keep your 

childôs education at the forefront.  On a day when 

it seems easy to keep him/her home, please keep 

in mind that they may be missing a great deal 

during class.   A lot of teachers will try to fit their 

assessments in before the holiday.   

     The Riverside homepage can be a valuable tool 

when searching to see if we are going to have a 

delay or a cancellation.  It can be found at:  

http://www.riversidesd.com/.  A text message can 

also be sent to your cell phone whenever we have 

an alert.   

     Finally, I would like to take a moment to wish 

everyone a Happy and Healthy Holiday!        

   

(570)  562 ï 2880   Ext.  245 

ppbbrr eennnnaann@@rr iivveerr ssiiddeessdd..ccoomm  

 
   REMINDER S: 

¶¶  For both parents and 

students:  PLEASE USE 

THE CROSSWALK!      

¶¶  PPlleeaassee  mmaakkee  ssuurr ee  tthhaatt  

yyoouurr   ssoonn  //  ddaauugghhtteerr   iiss  

ddrr eesssseedd  aapppprr oopprr iiaatteellyy  ffoorr   

tthhee  wweeaatthheerr ..    AAnnyyoonnee  

tthhaatt  iiss  nnoott------  wwii ll ll   nnoott  bbee  

aall lloowweedd  ttoo  ggoo  oouuttssiiddee  ffoorr   

rr eecceessss..  

¶¶  PPlleeaassee  ddoo  NNOOTT  lleett   yyoouurr   

kkiiddss  rr ooaamm  tthhee  hhaall llwwaayyss  ii ff   

yyoouu  aarr ee  wwoorr kkiinngg  aann  eevveenntt  

aatt   tthhee  sscchhooooll   aaff tteerr   sscchhooooll   

hhoouurr ss!!   

¶¶  RReemmeemmbbeerr   nnoo  oouuttssiiddee  

ffoooodd  ii tteemmss  aarr ee  aall lloowweedd  

iinnttoo  oouurr   sscchhooooll ..    FFoorr   

hhooll iiddaayy  ppaarr tt iieess,,  yyoouu  ccaann  

bbrr iinngg  iinn  ii tteemmss  ssuucchh  aass;;   

ppeennccii llss,,  eerr aasseerr ss,,  tt rr iinnkkeettss,,  

eettcc..  

  

 DDeecceemmbbeerr   77
tthh

                                      

HHooll iiddaayy  CCoonncceerr tt                                                                                                 

44
tthh

  GGrr aaddee  ((66::3300  pp..mm..))  

At the Riverside Jr. Sr. High School Auditorium 

A look backé. 

http://www.riversidesd.com/
mailto:pbrennan@riversidesd.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SSttuuddeenntt   CCoouunnccii ll   

MM rr ss..  WWiinnccoovvii ttcchh  

Mrs. Wincovitch counted so many pennies 

this month, she became one! 

Overall Winner 

First Place Winner: 

Mrs. Rosserôs Class 

Each grade level winner will have a 

pizza party.  

 

Kindergarten- Mrs. Harchar  

1
st
 Grade- Mrs. Caboot  

2
nd

 Grade ï Mrs. Rosser 

3
rd

 Grade ï Mrs. Wincovitch 

4
th
 Grade ï Mr. Murphy  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                               

SSTTAAFFFF  HHOONNOORRSS    1
st
 Place ï LACKAWANNA COUNTY Recycling champions.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GGuuiiddaannccee  

MM rr ..  JJ..TT..  YYaarr eemm  

December is as busy of a month as any.  For this reason, it can be as stressful as any.  It is important to 

remember that our students typically behave in a manner that is in accordance with what they observe from their 

parents.  It is no surprise that behavior referrals and bullying issues typically rise in the month of December.  This can 

be a result of anxiety, sensing pressure at home, or a need for attention.  There is plenty of downtime with the upcoming 

break, stressful situations for parents, and anticipation of the holidays.  My classroom guidance lessons for this month 

have focused on bullying and good behavior choices.  We can all have a safe and successful month with a little extra 

vigilance.  One of the goals for the students this month was to be extra aware of how their words and actions impact 

others.  Similarly, we need to remember as parents and teachers how our actions impact the lives of our students.  I 

have attached a fun article that gives some ideas to help behavior and family connections during this busy time.         

Please contact me if anyone is interested in extra information.  

I would like to wish everyone a safe and 

happy holiday!!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

One of the most unpleasant things that can happen to a family is the school calling and 

notifying them that their child has head lice.  As unpleasant as that may be, it is a serious 

concern to all of us who work with your children.  We would love to never have to make 

these calls.  However, reality is that head lice are present in every school.  

Children from ages 2-10 are the most likely to get head lice.  They are the perfect target.  

They are involved in large group activities.  They have tender skin and are generally clean 

with nice clean scalps.  That is very attractive too.  We like nice clean homes and so do lice.     

Lice come in 3 stages.  Nit = egg, young hatchling called nymphs, and adult.  They are 

looking to feed on the blood of a victim much like a mosquito.  They lay eggs on the hair 

shaft where it can be flexible and not wash away easily.  These eggs are attached with a 

substance much like glue.  This makes them very hard to remove.  Shampooing alone will 

not do it. 

SSiiggnnss  aanndd  SSyymmppttoommss::   

Lice are tiny brown and gray parasites that can cause itching and scratching, especially on 

areas of the body that are covered with hair (typically the scalp, neck, and behind the ears).  

If your childôs hair is involved, you might not be able to see the tiny lice eggs, which look 

like white grains of sand attached to the hair shafts.  It is more common to see nits in a 

childôs hair than it is to see live lice crawling on the scalp.  The lice themselves can move 

very fast.   

II nnccuubbaatt iioonn::   

Lice eggs hatch within 1 to 2 weeks after they are laid, and newly hatched lice must bite 

within 24hrs of hatching.  However, itching doesnôt always start right away.  It depends on 

how sensitive a particular personôs skin is to the lice bites. 

PPrr eevveenntt iioonn::   

Although a head lice infestation is not a sign of uncleanliness, you can help prevent lice by 

taking the following precautions; 

-avoid physical contact with a person who has lice 

NNuurr ssee  

MM rr ss..  MM ii ttcchheell ll   



- not sharing combs, brushes, hats, ribbons, or other personal items 

- examine members of your household who have had close contact with a person infected       

  with lice 

 -keeping your child home from school if you find any evidence of lice  

DDeeaall iinngg  wwii tthh  tthhee  PPrr oobblleemm  

Once it is determined that lice are present you have a tough job ahead of you.  You must 

buy one of the treatment shampoos.  Asking your physician what to use is a good idea.   

Some other helpful advice in dealing with them would be: 

- Lighten up.  Bright sunlight is by far the best for your search; indoors, use a bright 

light such as a clip-on desk lamp that you can move close to your childôs head. 

- Magnify the problem.  Give your vision a boost with an inexpensive pair of 

magnifying reading glasses; theyôll double the effectiveness of your check. 

- Divide and conquer.  Use hairclips to section hair and go through it strand by 

strand, sliding each nit off with your fingers.  Drop it in a bowl of water.  Pour the 

water down the drain when youôre done. 

- Use a good comb.  Plastic lice combs are less effective than metal, but the tiniest-

toothed flea-style combs are painful for all involved. 

- Give nits the slip.  Studies havenôt proven that oils suffocate any leftover lice, but 
experts say thereôs little doubt that soaking the hair in olive oil, coconut oil, or an 

oil-based product makes it much easier to comb the nits out. 

- Nit -pick daily.  Check for nits and lice daily until your child has passed an all-clear 

inspection.  This may take up to two weeks. 

- Keep in mind that shampooing alone is unlikely to rid your child of lice.  To ensure 

that your child remains free of lice and nits, you must remove ALL the nits and 

follow up with a second shampoo treatment seven to ten days after the first. 

 

We also need to inform anyone who has come in close contact with the affected person.  As 

embarrassing as this might be when telling others it is far less so than telling them in two 

weeks after they have found a problem themselves.  Be sure to clean carpets, sheets, pillows 

and clothing and everything that person has been in contact with.  Put stuffed animals in a 

sealed plastic bag for a week-or even better washing them in hot water is a good idea.  You 

alone know what is possible here.  Everything can contain a problem.  Everything needs to 

be considered in cleaning. 

If only one nit remains the cycle will start over again, thatôs why daily inspection is 

necessary.  Do not use chemical shampoos more than recommended on the safety label.  

 

NNuurr ssee  <<ccoonntt iinnuueedd>>  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are many exciting musical events that Mrs. Lingle would like to invite you 

to attend in the month of December, so be sure to mark these events on your 

calendar and invite your family and friends to come celebrate the spirit of the 

season with the kids here at Riverside. 

On December 6, 2011 at 6:30pm the Third Grade classes of both Riverside East 

and West will combine their talents and voices in a musical presentation of "My 

Marvelous Magical Sleigh" at the Riverside High School Auditorium.  This 

darling musical is full of holiday spirit and fun musical numbers that will set your 

toes to tapping and send you out humming a song.  You don't want to miss this 

one, filled with adventure, magic, and of course, a special someone who says "Ho, 

Ho, Ho."  

Then, on December 7, 2011 at 6:30pm, come back over to the high school to see the 

combined Fourth Grade classes present their musical, "December Nights, 

December Lights".  This wonderful presentation centers on a group of 

students who discover the meanings for all the December holidays represented 

by different candle holders that they spy in a store window.  The music is upbeat, 

the story is sweet, and this show is sure to send you out with a smile. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CCaauugghhtt   oonn  CCaammeerr aa  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PPrr iiddee  RRiivveerr ssiiddee  


