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Riverside Elementary West ‘ P\) Mr. Paul M. Brennan

— For our full Newsletter please visit:
What's Happenlng? http://www.riversidesd.com/west.htm
December 1¥ | Parent /Teacher Conferences (7:00 p.m.i 9:00 p.m.) Dismissal: 11:30 a.m.

December 2" | Parent /Teacher Conferences (12:30 p.m. i 3:30 p.m.) Dismissal: 11:30 am.
December 5" i School Board Reorganization Meeting (6:00 p.m.) RHS Library
December 6"  -- 3 Grade Holiday Concert (RHS Auditorium) 6:30 p.m.
December 7" i Lifetouch Picture Make ups

December 7" -- 4" Grade Holiday Concert (RHS Auditorium) 6:30 p.m.
December 8" 9" i Santad Workshop

December 21% 1 Dress Down Day - Student Council <st students, s2 adse
December 21% i PTA Meetingi 7:00 p.m. 1 Multipurpose Room e

December 22" i Holiday Parties start at 2:10 p.m. diverSIJe!
December 23'Y | Early Dismissal - 12:10 p.m.  Havea Nice Holiday! i
December 23" 1 Jan. 2" - Winter Holiday Break i No School

January 3 1 Classes Resume
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http://www.riversidesd.com/west.htm

Staff Spotlight

Mr. Preston

Mr. Preston has been with us for

a portion of two school years
now. He is responsible for the
security and safety of our
students. He can always be
found going above and beyond
his job description whether it is
in the cafeteria or out on the
playground.

Great Job!

More can be seen on the web at:

http://www.riversidesd.com/west.htm

Amella

Amelia is aKindergarten
student in Mrs. Harchar6 s
class She loves her family!
Her favorite color is pink. She
likes to play with her friend,
Kristen. She wants to bea
teacher like Mrs. Harchar
whenshe gets older.She has
two fish named Bubbles and
Lilo.

Great Job!

More can be seen on the weat:

http://www.riversidesd.com/west.htm
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Mr. Brenan

(570) 5627 2880 Ext. 245

pbrennan@riversidesd.com

REMINDER S:

For both parents and
students: PLEASE USE
THE CROSSWALK!

Please make sure that
your son / daughter is
dressed appropriately for
theweather. Anyone
that is not--- will not be
allowed to go outside for
r ecess.

Please do NOT let your
kidsroam the hallwaysif
you areworking an event
at the school after school
hours!

Remember no outside
food items are allowed
into our school. For
holiday parties, you can
bring in items such as;
pencils, erasers, trinkets,
etc.

December 7"
Holiday Concert
4™ Grade (6:30 p.m.)

At the Riverside Jr. Sr. High School Auditorium

The next several weeks will be hectic for most
During the holiday season, there are a lot of
events going on in our area. Please keep your
chil ddéos education at t
it seems easy to keepim/her home, pleas&keep

in mind that they may be missing a great deal
during class. A lot of teachers will try to fit their
assessmentm before the holiday.

The Riverside homepage can be a valuable to
when searching to see if we are going to have a
delay or a @ancellation. It can be found at:
http://www.riversidesd.com/. A text message can
also be sent to your cell phone whenever we hav
an alert.

Finally, | would like to take a moment to wish
everyone a Happy and Healthy Holiday!
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Student Council

| Mrs. Wincovitch counted so many pennies
Mrs. Wincovitch this month, she became one!

Overall Winner

First Place Winner:

Mrs. Rossegs Class

Each grade level winner will have a

pizza party.

Kindergarten Mrs. Harchar
1% Grade Mrs. Caboot
2" Gradei Mrs. Rosser

3 Gradei Mrs. Wincovitch

4™ Gradei Mr. Murphy
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1% Placei LACKAWANNA COUNTY Recycling champions. STAFF HONORS

THINKING GREEN

THIS HOLIDAY SEASON?&

GIFT WRAP CARDBOARD STYROFOAM

Y GIFT WRAP AND Y SHIPPING BOXES Y FormED / MOLDED

E TISSUE PAPER E TOY OR CLOTHING E FrROM APPLIANCES,

S S BOXES S FURNITURE, & TOYS.
N RIBBONS, BOWS, N FOOD CONTAINERS,
(» AND FOIL

{) CUPS, OR PLATES

- 30TH

DECEMBER 2711
1:.00 PM. U

(8]
F 308 DAVIS STREET
F TAYLOR, PA 18517



Mr.J.T. Yarem
December is as busy of a month as any. For this reason, it can be as stressful as any. It is important to

Guidance

remember that our students typically behave in a manner that is in accordance witvhat they observe from their

parents. It is no surprise that behavior referrals and bullying issues typically rise in the month of December. This can

be a result of anxiety, sensing pressure at home, or a need for attention. There is plenty of dowmtimith the upcoming

break, stressful situations for parents, and anticipation of the holidays. My classroom guidance lessons for this month

have focused on bullying and good behavior choices. We can all have a safe and successful month with a littla extr

vigilance. One of the goals for the students this month was to be extra aware of how their words and actions impact

others. Similarly, we need to remember as parents and teachers how our actions impact the lives of our students. |

have attached a furarticle that gives some ideas to help behavior and family connections during this busy time.

Please contact me if anyone is interested in extra information.

| would like to wish everyone a safe and

happy holidav!!!

Home & School connecTion®

Let’s behave! -

Did you knaw that getting your young-
sters to behave can be fun? Try these ideas iy o
to encourage beiter behavior—and cut VN
down on everyone’s frustration. ' L

y .
Distract, Being playful can stop mis- |Il T
|

behavior, especially if it’s cansed by bore- :
dom. Example: You're stuck inside on a *\t\
rainy day, and your kids begin to get ‘
cranky. Say, “Freeze! Splash time!”

Fill the bacheub, cover the floor with

towels, and let them play in the water with

cups and boats. (Note: Never leave children
unsupervised near water.) Or call out, “Pillow time,” and have

Z
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Do

¥

everyone gather in the
family room for a gentle
pillow fight.

Celebrate. With your
children, pick a few behav-
ior goals (get ready for bed
without complaining; say
“excuse me” when some-
one is talking). Then, get
out a small jar and some
marbles, Tell your young-
sters they will earn 2 marble

each time you catch them working
toward a goal. When the jar is full,
celebrate with an extra story every night for a week.



M rs.M itchell

One of the most unpleasant things that can happen to a family is the school calling and
notifying them that their child has head lice. As unpleasanas that may be, it is a serious
concern to all of us who work with your children. We would love to never have to make
these calls. However, reality is that head lice are present in every school.

Children from ages 210 are the most likely to get head tie. They are the perfect target.
They are involved in large group activities. They have tender skin and are generally clean
with nice clean scalps. That is very attractive too. We like nice clean homes and so do lice.

Lice come in 3 stages. N# egg, young hatchling called nymphs, and adult. They are
looking to feed on the blood of a victim much like a mosquito. They lay eggs on the hair
shaft where it can be flexible and not wash away easily. These eggs are attached with a
substance much like twe. This makes them very hard to remove. Shampooing alone will
not do it.

Signs and Symptoms:

Lice are tiny brown and gray parasites that can cause itching and scratching, especially on
areas of the body that are covered with hair (typically the scalmeck, and behind the ears).

|l f your childbés hair is involved, you might n
like white grains of sand attached to the hair shafts. It is more common to see nits in a

chil dés hair t harawlingbnthe scalp. dhediee thenselvesecanimove e ¢

very fast.

| ncubation:

Lice eggs hatch within 1 to 2 weeks after they are laid, and newly hatched lice must bite
within 24hrs of hatching. However, itoohing d
howsensitive a particular personb6s skin is to
Prevention:

Although a head lice infestation is not a sign of uncleanliness, you can help prevent lice by
taking the following precautions;

-avoid physical contact with a person who has lice



NuUr se <continued>

- not sharing combs, brushes, hats, ribbons, or other personal items
- examine members of your household who have had close contact with a person infected
with lice

-keeping your child home from school if you find any evidence of lice

Dealing with the Problem

Once it is determined that lice are present you have a tough job ahead of you. You must
buy one of the treatment shampoos. Asking your physician what to use is a good idea.

Some other helpful advice in dealing with them would be:

- Lighten up. Bright sunlight is by far the best for your search; indoors, use a bright

lightsuchasaclipon desk | amp that you can move clo
- Magnify the problem. Give your vision a boost with an inexpensive pair of
magnifyingreadingd asses; theyoll double the effect

- Divide and conquer. Use hairclips to section hair and go through it strand by
strand, sliding each nit off with your fingers. Drop it in a bowl of water. Pour the
water down the donmin when youodre d

- Use a good comb. Plastic lice combs are less effective than metal, but the tiriest
toothed fleastyle combs are painful for all involved.

- Give nits the slip. Studies havendt prove
experts s aegdoubththatrsaaking thé hait in dlive oil, coconut oil, or an
oil-based product makes it much easier to comb the nits out.

- Nit-pick daily. Check for nits and lice daily until your child has passed an altlear
inspection. This may take up to two weeks.

- Keep in mind that shampooing alone is unlikely to rid your child of lice. To ensure
that your child remains free of lice and nits, you must remove ALL the nits and
follow up with a second shampoo treatment seven to ten days after the first.

We also needa inform anyone who has come in close contact with the affected person. As
embarrassing as this might be when telling others it is far less so than telling them in two
weeks after they have found a problem themselves. Be sure to clean carpets, shedteyysi
and clothing and everything that person has been in contact with. Put stuffed animals in a
sealed plastic bag for a weekr even better washing them in hot water is a good idea. You
alone know what is possible here. Everything can contain a prolste Everything needs to
be considered in cleaning.

I f only one nit remains the cycle wildl start
necessary. Do not use chemical shampoos more than recommended on the safety label.
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eﬁusu:als of DEGEMBER,'

There are many exciting musical events that Mrs. Lingle would like to invite you
to attend in the month of December, so be sure to mark these events on your
calendar and invite yourfamily and friends to come celebrate the spirit of the
season with the kids here at Riverside.
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On December 6, 2011 at 6:30prthe Third Grade classes of both Riverside East
and West will combine their talents and voices in a musical presentation oMy
Marvelous Magical Sleigh" at the Riverside High School Auditorium. This

darling musical is full of holiday spirit and fun musical numbers that will set your
toes to tapping and send you out humming a songou don't want to miss this
one, filled with adventure, magic, and of course, a special someone who says "Ht
Ho, Ho."

Then, onDecember 7, 2011 at 6:30pntome back over to the high school to see tt
combinedFourth Grade classes present their musical, "December Nights,
December Lights". This wonderful presentation centers on a group of
studentswho discover the meanings for all the December holidays represented
by different candle holders that they spy in a®re window. The music is upbeat,
the story is sweet, and this show isure to send you out with a smile.
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