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TO THE TEACHER 
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Thank you for purchasing this resource. It was 
created with fourth grade classes in mind. I 
needed a way to prep my students for the 
Texas STAAR test with just a few weeks 
remaining.  
 

This high impact resource covers each of the 
readiness standards for fourth grade reading in 
the state of Texas along with important and 
widely tested supporting standards. The 
standards covered in this resources also 
overlap nicely with standards from Common 
Core. The standards covered can be found on 
pages 7-9.  
 

This resource is set up by genre. Each day a 
passage from a selected genre is displayed 
along with questions that go along with the 
passage.  
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HOW TO USE THIS RESOURCE 
This resource can be used in a variety of ways to to help students build 
their confidence and practice important skills ahead of a reading 
standardized test. 
 

There are two main formats in which you can present this resource to 
students: 
Option 1: Project the passage and questions. Students can answer the 
questions in their notebooks or on the recording sheet.  
Option 2: Copy a page for each student so that they are able to mark up 
the passage in order to answer the questions.  
 

In addition to how you present this resource to your students there are 
also several ways in which you can use it within your ELA block. 
 

As a Warm-Up 
This resource is the perfect way to start your ELA block. Upon entering your 
classroom students can immediately get to work on reading the passage and 
answering the questions either independently, in partners, or as a team. After 
giving enough time to complete, read through the passage and answer the 
questions together modeling the annotation and test taking strategies you 
would like your students to use.  
 

As a Cooperative Learning Activity 
These passages and questions are perfect for completing through 
cooperative learning strategies such as Sage & Scribe or Find Someone Who. 
After students have completed their questions, read through the passage and 
answer the questions together modeling the annotation and test taking 
strategies your would like your students to use.  

•  Sage & Scribe 
•  Students are partnered and read the passage together alternating paragraphs 

or verses. Partner A (the scribe) is seated with a writing utensil and partner B (the 
sage) stands behind them. Partner B reads the question and tells the scribe what 
to write explaining their thinking and backing it with text evidence. Partner A 
writes, coaches their partner, and praises them. After each question partners 
trade positions and roles.  

•  Find Someone Who 
•  Each student has a copy of the passage and questions. Independently students 

read the passage. When everyone has read the passage students stand up, put 
their hands in the air, and pair up with a partner. They greet their partner, trade 
recording sheets, and choose a question to answer then trade papers again. 
After thanking their partners students repeat the process with a new partner until 
all their questions are answered. I challenge my students to work with as many 
partners as possible and answer as many different questions as possible.  
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HOW TO USE THIS RESOURCE 

On page 30 I have included a checklist of standards for each 
student to check off or color in the standards they answered 
correctly each day. The standards that are not covered each 
day are greyed out.  

TRACKING THE DATA 

As a Home-School Connection 
Are parents asking you what you are doing to prepare their students for the 
test or what they can do to help their students. Use these passages and 
questions to occasionally send home so that students can read and 
complete the passages with their families. After giving to students to 
complete at home take some time in class to read through the passage and 
answer the questions together modeling the annotation and test taking 
strategies you would like your students to use. 
 

Small Group Re-teaching 
These passages and questions are perfect for completing in a small group 
setting with you guiding your students through the process of annotating 
data, reading the questions, and finding text evidence to support their 
responses.  
 

Whole Group Lesson 
Prior to the big test students need to become familiar with testing passages 
as a genre and completing these passages and questions is a great way to 
get them used to thinking critically. Use this resource as a way to model how 
students can successfully annotate the passage and answer the questions 
based on text evidence. I would recommend using this strategy for the first 
day or two of practice to get students used to the process.  

I have found that having students track their own data is not only 
helpful, but empowering. By having the responsibility of holding their 
own data students are able to take ownership of their learning, set 
goals for growth, and celebrate their successes. This keeps student 
engagement high throughout the process of prepping for the test.  This 
data can also be used to build your small groups for re-teaching by 
standard.  

Using THE DATA 



Standards by 
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All Genres TEKS Common Core 

Context Clues 4.3B RF.4.4, RI.4.4 
Making Connections 4.6E & 4.7A RL.4.7 
Inferences 4.6F RL.4.1, RI.4.1 
Details and Key Ideas 4.6G RI.4.2 
Retell, Paraphrase, or 
Summarize 

4.7D RL.4.3, RI.4.3 

Fiction TEKS Common Core 

Plot Elements 4.8C 
Characters 4.8B RL.4.3 
Point of View 4.10E RL4.6 

Informational TEKS Common Core 

Structures of Text 4.9D(ii) RI.4.7 
Organizational Patterns of Text  4.9D(iii) RI.4.5 
Imagery & Figurative Language 4.10D 

Poetry TEKS Common Core 

Figurative Language 4.9B 

Sound Devices 4.10D 

Structure of Poetry 4.10B RL.4.5 

7	

Genre 
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I can statements are a great way for students 
to take ownership of their learning.  
 

Ideas for using I Can Statements: 
•  Create a display within your classroom using 

the statements as posters to remind students 
of what they can do. 

•  Create mini-posters for student notebooks by 
copying multiple I Can Statement posters 
onto a page.  

•  Use I Can Statements in your small group 
area to help prompt students as to how to 
answer a question.  

•  Use I Can Statements to sort questions from a 
released test by standard.  
•  To complete a sort print and cut apart the 

questions from a released test. Have students use 
the I Can Statements to determine which 
standard the question is asking about. Encourage 
students to share why they chose a particular 
statement for each question. This helps students to 
become more familiar with the format of a 
standardized test.  

•  Use the final I Can Statement, “I can SMASH 
the test,” to write a note to each student on 
test day to encourage them.  
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I can use context 
within and beyond a 

sentence to  
determine the 

meaning of a word.  

I can make 
connections to 

personal experiences 
and other texts and 

describe them.  
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I can retell, 
paraphrase, or 
summarize text  

I read.  

I can make  
inferences and 

support them with  
text evidence.  
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I can evaluate  
details I read to 

determine  
key ideas.  

I can analyze plot 
elements of  

fictional texts.  
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I can explain 
character  

interactions and  
the changes they 

undergo.  

I can identify and 
understand the use  
of literary devices 
including point of 

view.  
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I can explain  
figurative language 

such as simile, 
metaphor, and 
personification. 

I can explain how  
the text structure  

of poetry contributes 
to the author’s 

purpose.  
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I can describe  
how the author uses 

sound devices to 
achieve a purpose.  

I can recognize 
characteristics and 

structures of 
informational text. 
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I can recognize 
organizational 

patterns of 
informational text.  

I can describe how 
the use of  

imagery achieves  
a purpose.   
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I can  

smash  
the test! 

I can  

smash  
the test! 



Test 
Smash 

Passages 
and 

Questions 
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Test Smash Day 1 
Cher Ami the Pigeon 

During World War I on October 3, 1918 almost two hundred men were 
trapped on the side of a hill without any food or water. Their own army did 
not know they were there and had begun firing on them and they 
became surrounded by enemy troops. Several men tried to carry 
messages to their army, but all were caught. Major Whittlesey had the 
idea to send a message by pigeon instead. The first two pigeons did not 
make it, but the third did.   
 

Cher Ami 
Cher Ami was a homing pigeon. This means she was trained to fly back to 
a certain location when released. She was donated to the United States 
Army from Great Britain and trained by American pigeoners to work in 
France during World War I. Cher Ami was a Blue Check Pigeon, and while 
she is a hen, the National Museum of American History and other places 
still list her as male. She can still be seen at the Smithsonian Institution in 
Washington, D.C.   
 

Homing Pigeons 
Homing pigeons are known for their ability to fly long distances to find 
their way home. They have been known to fly more than 1,000 miles back 
to their home. They fly about fifty miles per hour over long distances, but 
have reached speeds of up to ninety miles per hour. Homing pigeons are 
fascinating birds. This makes homing pigeons a good way to send 
messages. During WWI homing pigeons were used by troops to send 
messages across enemy lines by attaching small canisters to their legs to 
hold slips of paper.  
 

Cher Ami Saves the Day 
Cher Ami was sent off with her message and quickly  
came under fire from German forces. She was shot  
down, but was able to fly again. She flew the  
twenty-five miles back to the American Army.  
Once there the men on the hillside were able to  
be saved. Cher Ami had been badly injured  
and needed surgery to save her life.  
Cher Ami is now known as a hero of WWI and was  
awarded the Croix de Guerre Medal for her work.  
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Test Smash Day 1 
Details and Key Ideas 

Context Clues 

Making Connections Making Inferences 

Retelling, Paraphrasing, & Summarizing 

Organizational Patterns of Text 

Which section of the text tells the 
reader how fast homing pigeons 

can fly?  

Which words 
could you use 
to determine 
the meaning 

of came under 
fire? 

How does the author 
organize the information in 

paragraph 1? 

How could you summarize this text? 

Why is Cher Ami known as a 
hero of WWI? 

What words does the author use in paragraph 
one to paint a picture of the troops? 

Imagery & Figurative Language 

Structures of Informational Text 

What connections can you 
make to the passage?  

Which detail from the text suggests that the 
men on the hillside were thankful for Cher Ami? 
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Test Smash Day 2 
The Long Trip Home 

Jamal and his family had been away from home for a long time. When they left 
home his parents had told him they were going to visit his grandparents in Dallas, 
but after arriving there it became clear to Jamal that this wasn’t a regular visit.  
 

 
 

For one thing his family had packed way more into their van than they usually 
would for a short trip. His mother had seemed bothered by something as she 
continued to hustle back and forth from their home to the car bringing more 
and more items with her each time. Jamal had only packed a small suitcase 
himself, but then thought about bringing a few toys and books just in case.  
 
 
 

When he went into his room he found his mom taking all of the clothes out of his 
closet and putting them in bags. She saw him and said, “I just want you to have 
options. We don’t know what the weather is going to be like.” Jamal grew 
suspicious as he watched his mom run around the house, but didn’t ask 
questions.  
 
 
 

The drive to Dallas was unremarkable. There seemed to be many more cars on 
the road than usual, and they were all going in the same direction as Jamal’s 
family. He asked his dad what was going on, but he didn’t seem to hear him. 
Jamal knew his parents must be worried about something, but he couldn’t tell 
quite what.  
 
 

 

Once they reached Dallas and were greeted by his grandparents his own 
parents seemed to relax a bit. It was late, and while Jamal had spent all day in 
the car he was still tired. After going to bed he could hear his parents talking to 
his grandparents about a big storm.  
 
 

 

Finally Jamal realized what the hurry was to get out of town. There was a large 
hurricane headed straight for the Texas coast. Jamal knew storms made his 
parents nervous, and that must be why they came to Dallas.  
 

 
 

The hurricane came and went. The town Jamal’s family live in took a direct hit 
making them glad they didn’t stay. Power lines were knocked down and trees 
uprooted, but they heard from their neighbors that their own house was alright. 
Still Jamal’s parents decided to stay in Dallas until the community was cleaned 
up and power was restored.  
 
 
 

Now, after almost a month Jamal and his family were packing up the van again, 
but this time to head home. Jamal couldn’t wait to see his friends again. The trip 
home was much quicker than when they evacuated. When they pulled onto 
their street a smile broke out across the faces of Jamal and his parents. It felt so 
good to finally be home.  
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Test Smash Day 2 
Details and Key Ideas 

Context Clues 

Making Connections Making Inferences 

Retelling, Paraphrasing, & Summarizing 

Characters 

What point of view does the 
narrator tell Jamal’s story from? 

What does the 
word 

unremarkable 
mean? 

What does the dialogue 
between Jamal and his mom 
in paragraph 3 tell you about 

his mom? 

How would you paraphrase paragraph 4 of the story? 

How do you think Jamal’s 
family felt at the end of the 

text? 

What can the reader tell about Jamal based 
on the first paragraph? 

Plot Elements 

Point of View 

What connections can you 
make to Jamal based on the 

story? 

What detail from the last paragraph supports 
the idea that Jamal is happy to be home? 
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Test Smash Day 3 
Who Is It That Answers? 

 
					The clouds no more are flocking 

    After the flushing sun; 
    Bees end their long droning, 
    The bat's hunt is begun; 

    And the tired wind that went flittering 
    Up and down the hill 
    Lies like a shadow still, 
    Like a shadow still. 

 
    Who is it that's calling 

    Out of the deepening dark, 
    Calling, calling, calling?-- 

    No!--yet hark! 
    The sleepy wind wakes, carrying 

    Up and down the hill 
    A voice how small and still, 

    How sweet and still! 
 

    Who is it that answers 
    Out of a quiet cloud-- 

    "Stay, oh stay! I come, I come!" 
    Cried at last aloud? 

    My voice, my heart went answering 
    Up and down the hill-- 
    Mine so strange and still, 
    Mine grave and still. 

 

-John Frederick Freeman 
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Test Smash Day 3 
Details and Key Ideas 

Context Clues 

Making Connections Making Inferences 

Retelling, Paraphrasing, & Summarizing 

Sound Devices 

The structure of the poem helps 
the reader to know that it is what 

type of poetry? 

In the text, 
what does the 

word grave 
mean? 

What is the rhyme scheme of 
the first stanza of this poem? 

What is the poem mostly about? 

What can the reader 
conclude from the  

action in the first stanza? 

What is an example of personification from the 
first stanza? 

Figurative Language 

Structures of Poetry 

What connections can you 
make to the poem?  

What is the main message of the poem? 
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Test Smash Day 4 
The USS Lexington 

The USS Lexington is an Essex Class aircraft carrier built for the United States 
Navy. She was commissioned in 1943 and went on to set more records than 
any other ship in her class. The USS Lexington continued to be active in the 
Navy until 1991 when it was decommissioned as the oldest working carrier.  
 

The USS Lexington was being built, under the original name USS Cabot, 
during World War II in Massachusetts’ Fore River Shipyard. This shipyard built 
the best ships at the time. When they learned that the original aircraft 
carrier named USS Lexington, CV-2 had been sunk the new aircraft carrier’s 
name was changed to USS Lexington to honor the tradition.  
 

After completion, the USS Lexington was taken on several trial runs or 
cruises before traveling to Pearl Harbor where they joined the Fifth Fleet of 
the US Navy which made up the main force stationed in the Pacific. The 
USS Lexington went on to take part in almost every major operation in the 
Pacific during World War II. The aircraft carrier and her planes were 
instrumental in destroying Japanese planes time and time again.  
 

The Japanese tried to boost morale within their ranks by continually 
reporting that the USS Lexington had been sunk, but she and her crew 
continued to return to the fight. The Japanese nicknamed her,  
“The Blue Ghost,” due to her ability to continue to fight and sail silently as a 
shark.  
 

After World War II the USS Lexington was taken out of service from 1947 to 
1955 when she rejoined the Seventh Fleet based in San Diego, California. 
She did not return to direct  
combat, but she did offer  
support during further operations.  
 

The USS Lexington was officially  
decommissioned in 1991 and  
Corpus Christi, Texas was chosen  
as her permanent home. Today  
you can visit the ship which is  
home to a museum.  
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Test Smash Day 4 
Details and Key Ideas 

Context Clues 

Making Connections Making Inferences 

Retelling, Paraphrasing, & Summarizing 

Organizational Patterns of Text 

What is the most likely reason the 
author included a photograph 

with the text? 

In the last 
paragraph,  
what does  
the word 

decommissioned 
mean? 

What cause and effect 
relationship is shown by the 

author in paragraph 2? 

How could you summarize this text? 

Why do you think the 
Japanese claimed to have 
sank the USS Lexington to 

boost morale? 

What key idea do the details in  
paragraph 3 support?  

What is an example of simile used in the 
passage? 

Imagery & Figurative Language 

Structures of Informational Text 

What connections can you 
make to the passage?  
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Test Smash Day 5 
A Different Trick 

Lindsey had wanted a dog for as long as she could remember. She had spent the last 
year doing everything that she could to prove to her parents that she was responsible 
enough and finally they had agreed.  
 

Lindsey did her research. She knew she wanted to adopt a dog from the city shelter. 
She also knew she wanted a larger dog. She went to the library and checked out a 
book on dog training. She poured through the book reading all about basic 
commands like sit and stay, but what she really wanted was to teach a dog to shake.  
 

Saturday came and Lindsey went with her dad to the animal shelter. The whole way 
there Lindsey could not stop talking about all the things she was going to teach their 
new dog, but Lindsey’s dad reminded her that you don’t always get exactly what you 
want in life. Still Lindsey kept going on and on, especially about how she was going to 
teach her dog to shake.  
 
When they arrived at the shelter Lindsey jumped out of the car and ran for the door 
with her dad trailing behind. Inside they were greeted by a volunteer and given basic 
information before being shown back to the dog kennels.  
 

Lindsey slowly walked down the long row of kennels carefully examining each of the 
dogs inside. When she got about halfway down the aisle she spotted a large brown 
dog laying patiently. It was love at first sight. Lindsey knew that this was her dog. She 
and her father went to find the volunteer to get the dog out to play with.  
 

Returning to the kennel with the volunteer Lindsey got a surprise. When the dog stood 
up she noticed it only had three legs! At first Lindsey was concerned, but as soon as 
she got a sloppy kiss on the cheek she was back in love. Lindsey and her dad 
completed the adoption and were on their way. On the way home they decided to 
name the dog Choc short for chocolate, the color of his fur.  
 

When they got home Lindsey excitedly introduced Choc to her younger brother and 
her mom. She also decided to see what Choc already knew. She stood in front of him 
and firmly said, “Sit.” Choc immediately sat, his tail wagging. “Good boy!” replied 
Lindsey. Next she gave the command for lay and he did! She followed up with stay 
and walked across the room from him. Choc stayed until he was called.  
 

Lindsey was so impressed, but was still holding out hope that he would shake. She 
approached Choc again and greeted him with, “Sit.” He plopped down and waited 
expectantly. “Now shake,” she said holding out her hand. Choc stood up and Lindsey 
sighed, but then he started shaking his whole body. Lindsey laughed. It wasn’t the kind 
of shake she imagined, but it was a different kind of trick! 
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Test Smash Day 5 
Details and Key Ideas 

Context Clues 

Making Connections Making Inferences 

Retelling, Paraphrasing, & Summarizing 

Characters 

Who is the narrator  
of this story? 

What does the 
word poured 
mean in this 

story? 

What do Lindsey’s actions 
before going  

to the shelter suggest? 

Retell the story in three sentences or less. 

How can the reader tell that 
“A Different Trick” is realistic 

fiction? 

Which detail from the last paragraph supports 
the idea that Lindsey was disappointed? 

How is Lindsey’s main problem solved in the 
story? 

Plot Elements 

Point of View 

What is a connection you 
share with this story? 
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Test Smash Day 6 
The Star 

 
		A white star born in the evening glow 

Looked to the round green world below, 
And saw a pool in a wooded place 

That held like a jewel her mirrored face. 
She said to the pool: "Oh, wondrous deep, 

I love you, I give you my light to keep. 
Oh, more profound than the moving sea 

That never has shown myself to me! 
 

Oh, fathomless as the sky is far, 
Hold forever your tremulous star!” 

 
But out of the woods as night grew cool 

A brown pig came to the little pool; 
It grunted and splashed and waded in 

And the deepest place but reached its chin. 
The water gurgled with tender glee 

And the mud churned up in it turbidly. 
The star grew pale and hid her face 

In a bit of floating cloud like lace. 
 

-Sara Teasdale 
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Test Smash Day 6 
Details and Key Ideas 

Context Clues 

Making Connections Making Inferences 

Retelling, Paraphrasing, & Summarizing 

Sound Devices 

Why did the poet include a 
couplet between the first and 

third stanza? 

In the text, 
what does the 
word churned 

mean? 

What is the rhyme scheme of 
this poem? 

What is the poem mostly about? 

How does the star feel when 
the pig enters the pond? 

What is an example of personification from the 
third stanza? 

Figurative Language 

Structures of Poetry 

What connections can you 
make to the pig in the poem?  

What detail supports the idea that the star is 
embarrassed? 
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Test Smash Day 7 
Mission San Antonio de Valero 

The oldest Spanish mission in San Antonio  
was built in 1718 and was named the  
San Antonio de Valero. It is known more  
commonly as the Alamo.  
 

Birth of the Alamo 
Spanish colonists in Texas built the Alamo  
right along the San Antonio River, the  
mission was home to Catholic priests and  
friars, Native Americans, and Spanish  
soldiers.  
 

The Alamo was built as a stop between missions that were already built in East 
Texas and Mexico. Missionaries and soldiers used the Alamo as a place to stop 
and rest while traveling long distances. The Alamo was also used as a place for 
the Spanish to try and convert Native Americans to the Catholic religion.  
 

Around the Alamo grew a village known as San Fernando de Bexar which is  
what we now know as San Antonio.  
 

Mission San Antonio de Valero continued its mission of converting Native 
Americans to the Catholic faith for seventy-five years until 1793. After that, the 
mission was abandoned. Later in the 1800s Spanish soldiers used the mission as a 
military fort.  
 

The Battle of the Alamo 
While the Texas Revolution was just getting started a group of Texan volunteer 
fighters captured the Alamo that was being used as a military fort by the 
Mexican army. Soon other Texas soldiers joined them, making the Alamo an 
important military position.  
 

Led by James Bowie and William B. Travis the Texans attempted to defend the 
Alamo in a thirteen day battle. The small number of Texans were no match for 
the Mexican army, and nearly all were killed in a bloody battle. The battle took 
place more than 100 years after the Alamo was first built.  
 

The Alamo Today 
You can still visit the Alamo today in the heart of San Antonio. In fact, more than 
2.5 million people come to visit every year. The Alamo is cared for by the  
National Park Service along with the other four missions found in San Antonio. If 
you find yourself in San Antonio, the Alamo is a must see! 
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Test Smash Day 7 
Details and Key Ideas 

Context Clues 

Making Connections Making Inferences 

Retelling, Paraphrasing, & Summarizing 

Organizational Patterns of Text 

What is the most likely reason the 
author included bolded text in the 

passage? 

In paragraph  
3, what  

does the word 
convert 
mean? 

What cause and effect 
relationship is shown in the 

section, “Battle of the 
Alamo?” 

How could you summarize this text? 

Which sentence from the text 
best supports the idea that 

the Texans were defeated at 
the Alamo? 

According to the text, what was the original  
main goal for building the Alamo? 

In the section, “Battle of the Alamo,” what is an 
example of alliteration used to provide the 

reader with a mental image? 

Imagery & Figurative Language 

Structures of Informational Text 

What connections can you 
make to the passage?  
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Test Smash Day 8 
The Password 

Annie had always loved how noisy Chicago was on a summer afternoon. 
The sound of cars driving by, the L hurtling past, and neighbors talking on 
the sidewalk brought her joy. Every year Annie could not wait until summer 
when her mom would load up their car and the family would make the 
long trip to the city to stay with her maternal aunt.  
 

Annie was a remarkable young girl who worked hard in school, but liked to 
play hard when on vacation. She liked to help others, and had even 
rescued kittens that were stuck in a drain once.  
 

Annie walked over to the window that looked out over the park. She 
admired the sun shining down in rays illuminating her world. She couldn’t 
wait for her friend Jeff to get there so that they could go enjoy the park 
together.  
 

Then she saw Jeff in the distance. At first she didn’t recognize him. Jeff must 
have grown six inches since last summer! He was carrying something too, 
and it wasn’t the usual kickball that Annie knew him with. As Jeff got closer 
Annie noticed his smile and she smiled back.  
 

When Jeff finally made his way to her front stoop Annie jumped up to give 
him a hug, but instead of hugging her back he asked, “What’s your Wi-Fi 
password?” Annie was shocked! She hadn’t seen him in almost a year and 
all he wanted was a Wi-Fi password? 
 

Annie looked back at Jeff and said, “We won’t need Wi-Fi in the park, let’s 
go!” Jeff smirked and headed into the house where he plopped down on 
the couch. Annie’s jaw almost hit the floor. “Don’t you want to go to the 
park? It is such a nice day and I have been waiting all year to play kickball 
with you again,” Annie stammered. “Not really, I’d rather play a game,” he 
replied.  
 

Annie couldn’t believe her ears. Is this really what she had been waiting 
for? Annie wasn’t much for online games when the weather was so nice, 
she thought they were better saved for when it was too cold to go outside.  
 

Disappointed, Annie gave Jeff the Wi-Fi password, grabbed the kickball 
from the hall closet, and headed out the door. She murmured to herself,  
“I guess it’s time to meet some new friends.” 
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Test Smash Day 8 
Details and Key Ideas 

Context Clues 

Making Connections Making Inferences 

Retelling, Paraphrasing, & Summarizing 

Characters 

Who is the narrator  
of this story? 

What does the 
word smirked 
mean in this 

story? 

Why is Annie looking forward 
to seeing Jeff? 

How could you summarize Annie’s problem from the story? 

Why does Annie think it is time 
to make new friends at the 

end of the story? 

What detail from the text supports the idea that 
Annie thinks there is a time to play video 

games? 

Why is Annie disappointed when Jeff wants the 
Wi-Fi password? 

Plot Elements 

Point of View 

What is a connection you 
share with this story? 
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Test Smash Day 9 
Summer 

 

Winter is cold-hearted 
Spring is yea and nay, 

Autumn is a weather-cock 
Blow every way: 

Summer days for me 
When every leaf is on its tree 

 

When Robin’s not a beggar, 
And Jenny Wren’s a bride, 

And larks hang singing, singing, singing, 
Over the wheat-fields wide, 

And anchored lilies ride, 
And the pendulum spider 
Swings from side to side, 

 

And blue-black beetles transact business,  
And gnats fly in a host, 

And furry caterpillars hasten 
That no time be lost, 

And moths grow fat and thrive, 
And ladybirds arrive.  

 

-Christina Georgina Rossetti 
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Test Smash Day 9 
Details and Key Ideas 

Context Clues 

Making Connections Making Inferences 

Retelling, Paraphrasing, & Summarizing 

Sound Devices 

How many stanzas are included in 
the poem? 

How many lines are included in 
the poem? 

What words 
from the 

second stanza 
help to 

determine the 
meaning of 
pendulum?  

Why does the poet repeat 
the word  

“singing” in the second 
stanza? 

Paraphrase the last stanza of the poem in one sentence. 

Why is the “Robin not a 
beggar” as said in the  

second stanza? 

What is an example of alliteration from the last 
stanza? 

Figurative Language 

Structures of Poetry 

What connections can you 
make to the author of the 

poem?  

What detail supports the idea that the author 
does not care for winter? 
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Test Smash Day 10 
Mae Jemison 

Mae Jemison was born on October 17, 1956 in Alabama. At the time she was 
born the south was still segregated, meaning that there were different schools 
and other public places for black people and white people. Jemison’s family 
wanted their children to have the best opportunities, so they moved north to 
Chicago.  
 

Jemison loved to learn and spent all of her extra time reading about science, 
and especially space. She went on to study chemical engineering at Stanford 
University and then attended medical school at Cornell University. While she 
was a student she traveled the world helping those less fortunate than herself, 
such as refugees. 
 

After finishing medical school she worked as a doctor in  
southern California and for the Peace Corps in Africa.  
While she was there she also taught others about the  
medical field and how to perform research. She enjoyed  
her work as a doctor, but her childhood love of space  
continued. After returning to the United States she set  
her sights on becoming an astronaut.  
 

Jemison applied and was accepted into NASA’s astronaut  
training program. This was right before The Challenger disaster,  
which slowed the process and required her to reapply. She  
did, and was chosen as the first African-American woman to  
undergo astronaut training. She trained for over a year, and  
earned the title of science mission specialist. She was a star  
within the program. This job put her in charge of performing  
scientific experiments on board the space shuttle.  
 

On September 12, 1992 Jemison and six other astronauts  
were launched in the space shuttle Endeavour, and she became the first 
African-American woman in space. Their mission was eight days long, and she 
performed numerous experiments.  
 

Mae Jemison has received many awards including having a school in Detroit 
named after her. She has also continued to volunteer her time for the 
betterment of all people through medical research and fundraising as well as 
through teaching.  
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Test Smash Day 10 
Details and Key Ideas 

Context Clues 

Making Connections Making Inferences 

Retelling, Paraphrasing, & Summarizing 

Organizational Patterns of Text 

What is the most likely reason the 
author included a photograph 

with the text? 

In the second 
paragraph,  
what does  
the word 
fortunate  
mean? 

How did the author organize 
the passage? 

How could you summarize paragraph 3 of this text? 

Based on the descriptions of 
Jemison in the text, what can 
the reader conclude about 

how she feels towards people? 

What details from the text support the idea  
that Mae Jemison is well educated? 

What is an example of metaphor used in 
paragraph 4 of the passage?  

Imagery & Figurative Language 

Structures of Informational Text 

What connections can you 
make to the passage?  



Test 
Smash 

Recording 
Sheets 
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Details and Key Ideas 
Context Clues 

Making Connections Making Inferences 

Retelling, Paraphrasing, & Summarizing 

Organizational Patterns of Text 

Imagery & Figurative Language 

Structures of Informational Text 

Test Smash Day 1 
Name ___________________      Date______________ 
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Details and Key Ideas 
Context Clues 

Making Connections Making Inferences 

Retelling, Paraphrasing, & Summarizing 

Characters 

Plot Elements 

Point of View 

Test Smash Day 2 
Name ___________________      Date______________ 
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Details and Key Ideas 
Context Clues 

Making Connections Making Inferences 

Retelling, Paraphrasing, & Summarizing 

Sound Devices 

Figurative Language 

Structures of Poetry 

Test Smash Day 3 
Name ___________________      Date______________ 
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Details and Key Ideas 
Context Clues 

Making Connections Making Inferences 

Retelling, Paraphrasing, & Summarizing 

Organizational Patterns of Text 

Imagery & Figurative Language 

Structures of Informational Text 

Test Smash Day 4 
Name ___________________      Date______________ 
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Details and Key Ideas 
Context Clues 

Making Connections Making Inferences 

Retelling, Paraphrasing, & Summarizing 

Characters 

Plot Elements 

Point of View 

Test Smash Day 5 
Name ___________________      Date______________ 
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Details and Key Ideas 
Context Clues 

Making Connections Making Inferences 

Retelling, Paraphrasing, & Summarizing 

Sound Devices 

Figurative Language 

Structures of Poetry 

Test Smash Day 6 
Name ___________________      Date______________ 
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Details and Key Ideas 
Context Clues 

Making Connections Making Inferences 

Retelling, Paraphrasing, & Summarizing 

Organizational Patterns of Text 

Imagery & Figurative Language 

Structures of Informational Text 

Test Smash Day 7 
Name ___________________      Date______________ 



©TeachingInTheFastLaneLLC	 46	

Details and Key Ideas 
Context Clues 

Making Connections Making Inferences 

Retelling, Paraphrasing, & Summarizing 

Characters 

Plot Elements 

Point of View 

Test Smash Day 8 
Name ___________________      Date______________ 
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Details and Key Ideas 
Context Clues 

Making Connections Making Inferences 

Retelling, Paraphrasing, & Summarizing 

Sound Devices 

Figurative Language 

Structures of Poetry 

Test Smash Day 9 
Name ___________________      Date______________ 
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Details and Key Ideas 
Context Clues 

Making Connections Making Inferences 

Retelling, Paraphrasing, & Summarizing 

Organizational Patterns of Text 

Imagery & Figurative Language 

Structures of Informational Text 

Test Smash Day 10 
Name ___________________      Date______________ 



Test 
Smash 

Suggested 
Answer 
Keys 
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All answers provided are  
suggested answers.  

I would encourage you to discuss students’ 
answers and require them to back up their 
responses with evidence from the text as 

answers will vary.  
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Details and Key Ideas 
Context Clues 

Making Connections Making Inferences 

Retelling, Paraphrasing, & Summarizing 

Organizational Patterns of Text 

Section 3 
“Homing Pigeons” 

shot at 

Chronologically 

Almost two hundred men were trapped on a hillside until a 
homing pigeon named Cher Ami carried a message to their army 

that was able to save them.  

For carrying a message that 
saved the lives of American 

soldiers.  

trapped, surrounded, firing on them, caught 

Imagery & Figurative Language 

Structures of Informational Text 

Answers will vary, but may 
include a connection to a time 

an animal helped them or a war 
story they have read. 

Once there the men on the hillside were able to be 
saved. 

or 
Cher Ami is now known as a hero of WWI and was 
awarded the Croix de Guerre Medal for her work. 

 

Test Smash Day 1 Answer Key 
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Details and Key Ideas 
Context Clues 

Making Connections Making Inferences 

Retelling, Paraphrasing, & Summarizing 

Characters 

Third person omniscient because 
the narrator knows how the 

characters are feeling.  

boring 
normal 

nothing extra 

His mom isn’t telling him the 
whole truth about why they are 

visiting his grandparents.  
His mom doesn’t want Jamal to 

worry.  

The drive to Dallas seemed to be busier and take longer than 
usual, but his parents wouldn’t tell him why.  

Relieved to be back at home.  

Jamal misses his home.  

Plot Elements 

Point of View 

Answers will vary, but may 
include connections to a time of 

feeling homesick or not being 
told the whole truth.  

…a smile broke out across the faces of Jamal 
and his parents. 

Test Smash Day 2 Answer Key 
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Details and Key Ideas 
Context Clues 

Making Connections Making Inferences 

Retelling, Paraphrasing, & Summarizing 

Sound Devices 

Lyrical because of the rhyme 
scheme and equally split stanzas.  

sad 

ABABACCC 

The sun has set and night is taking over. Night time sounds make it 
seem that there is a voice calling out, but when you answer there 

is no one there.   

The sun is setting and 
nocturnal animals are 

beginning to come out.  

tired wind  

Figurative Language 

Structures of Poetry 

Answers will vary, but many 
include a connection to 

being awake at night or an 
animal mentioned.   

The author is lonely at night.  

Test Smash Day 3 Answer Key 
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Details and Key Ideas 
Context Clues 

Making Connections Making Inferences 

Retelling, Paraphrasing, & Summarizing 

Organizational Patterns of Text 

To help the reader visualize the 
USS Lexington.  

Taken out of 
service, 
retired 

The original Lexington was 
sunk, so they renamed this 

ship USS Lexington to carry on 
tradition.  

The USS Lexington, an American aircraft carrier was built in 
Massachusetts and went on to play an important role in the Pacific 

Ocean during WWII.  After being repaired the carrier supported other 
missions until 1991 when it was retired and docked in Corpus Christi, TX.  

To boost their morale.  

The USS Lexington was an important part of the 
US Navy’s fleet during WWII.  

sail silently as a shark 

Imagery & Figurative Language 

Structures of Informational Text 

Answers will vary, but may 
include a connection to a 

ship or boat. 

Test Smash Day 4 Answer Key 



©TeachingInTheFastLaneLLC	 54	

Details and Key Ideas 
Context Clues 

Making Connections Making Inferences 

Retelling, Paraphrasing, & Summarizing 

Characters 

An outside viewer  

read quickly 
and entirely 

Lindsey wants to be a 
responsible dog owner by 
knowing how to train her 

dog.  

Lindsey and her family adopt a dog named Choc. Lindsey tries to 
teach Choc a trick, but is surprised when Choc shows her a 

different trick.  

The action in the story could 
happen in real life.  

Lindsey sighed 

When her dog, Choc, shows her a different kind 
of shake. 

Plot Elements 

Point of View 

Answers will vary, but may 
include a connection involving a 

pet or doing something 
differently than expected.  

Test Smash Day 5 Answer Key 
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Details and Key Ideas 
Context Clues 

Making Connections Making Inferences 

Retelling, Paraphrasing, & Summarizing 

Sound Devices 

To emphasize the excitement the 
star has in viewing itself.  

mixed up 

AABBCCDDEEFFGGHHBB 

A star staring at its own reflection in a pond.  

It is sad it can no long see its 
reflection.  

The star grew pale and hid her face 

Figurative Language 

Structures of Poetry 

Answers will vary, but may 
include connections to stars or 

a time of embarrassment.  

The star grew pale and hid her face 

Test Smash Day 6 Answer Key 
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Details and Key Ideas 
Context Clues 

Making Connections Making Inferences 

Retelling, Paraphrasing, & Summarizing 

Organizational Patterns of Text 

To clearly show the reader what 
each section will be about.  

to change 

Texans captured the Alamo, 
so the Mexican army 

defeated them taking it 
back. 

The Alamo, the oldest mission in San Antonio, was built as a stop 
between East Texas and Mexico, but also served to house soldiers and 
convert Native Americans to the Catholic faith. Later the mission was 

home to a battle during the Texas Revolution in which the Texans were 
defeated. You can still visit the Alamo today.  

The small number of Texans 
were no match for the 

Mexican army, and nearly all 
were killed. 

To provide a stop between the missions in East 
Texas and Mexico.  

bloody battle 

Imagery & Figurative Language 

Structures of Informational Text 

Answers will vary, but may 
include a connection to visiting 

the Alamo, another historical 
sight, or the Texas Revolution.  

Test Smash Day 7 Answer Key 
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Details and Key Ideas 
Context Clues 

Making Connections Making Inferences 

Retelling, Paraphrasing, & Summarizing 

Characters 

An outsider, third person 

smiled slyly 
slightly smiled 

She hasn’t seen him since last 
summer when they went to 

the park together.  

Annie is excited to go to the park to play with Jeff, but when he 
arrives he is more interested in playing a game online. 

She and Jeff no longer like 
doing the same things.  

Annie wasn’t much for online games when the 
weather was so nice, she thought they were 
better saved for when it was too cold to go 

outside.  

She wants to go play at the park, not play a 
game inside.  

Plot Elements 

Point of View 

Answers will vary, but may 
include connections to wanting 
to do one thing while a friend 
wants to do something else.  

Test Smash Day 8 Answer Key 
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Details and Key Ideas 
Context Clues 

Making Connections Making Inferences 

Retelling, Paraphrasing, & Summarizing 

Sound Devices 

3 stanzas 
19 lines 

swings from 
side to side 

To emphasize that the lark 
continues to sing for a long 

time.  

All the life that comes out during the summer.  

In summer Robins are able to 
find their own food and not 
have to beg for scraps from 

people. 

blue-black beetles  

Figurative Language 

Structures of Poetry 

Answers will vary, but may 
include connections to a 

favorite season.  

Winter is too cold, spring has a lot of changes, 
and autumn is too windy.  

Test Smash Day 9 Answer Key 
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Details and Key Ideas 
Context Clues 

Making Connections Making Inferences 

Retelling, Paraphrasing, & Summarizing 

Organizational Patterns of Text 

To help the reader visualize what 
an astronaut would wear.  

well-off 
favored 
mean? 

Chronologically  

Jemison traveled the world taking care of people and helping 
them learn how to research, but she still thought about becoming 

an astronaut.  

Jemison cares deeply about 
people and taking care of 

them.  

She went on to study chemical engineering at 
Stanford University and then attended medical 

school at Cornell University.  

She was a star  
within the program. 

Imagery & Figurative Language 

Structures of Informational Text 

Answers will vary, but may 
include a connection to space, 
an accomplishment, or a career 

for the future.  

Test Smash Day 10 Answer Key 



Test 
Smash 
Data 
Sheet 
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Name _________________   #____   Date_______________ 

Test SMASH Personal Data Sheet 
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Standards 
All Genres 

Context Clues 

Making Connections 

Making Inferences 

Details and Key Ideas 
Retelling, Paraphrasing, & Summarizing 

Fiction 
Plot Elements 

Characters 

Point of View 

Informational Text 
Structures of Informational Text 

Organizational Patterns of Text 

Imagery & Figurative Language 

Poetry 
Figurative Language 

Sound Devices 

Structures of Poetry 


