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                Incoming 7th grader
Students are required to read any two of these books over the summer. 

In parenthesis are the reading levels designated by the Accelerated Reader system.

The * means this book is available online. See the attached Library note for more information. 
They will be evaluated during the first week of school by journal entries and a written test. 
They may also take an Accelerated Reader computerized test for extra credit points (optional). 
Students are encouraged to take notes while they read. 
Students will be allowed to use any handwritten notes they have taken on the test in September. 

______________________________________________________________________
A Boy at War (3.5)






Harry Mazer

While fishing with his friends off Honolulu on December 7th, 1941, Adam is caught in the midst of the Japanese attack as he searches for his father, a naval officer serving on the USS Arizona as the bombs hit.
What I Meant ( 3.9) 






Marie Lamba
15 year old Sangeet has a crush on Jason, but her strict dad forbids her to date until 16. Her friend Gina has suddenly stopped talking to her and her evil aunt has just moved in. There is lots of drama in this book about a girl learning life lessons about trust and honesty.

*Breathe: A Ghost Story (4.8)





Cliff McNish

Jack has a gift. He can sense ghosts and speak to them. When he and his mom move into an old farmhouse after the death of his father, Jack meets 4 ghost children and a “ghost mother” who is anything but. 
Dork in Disguise
(4.2)






Carol Gorman

Starting middle school in a new town, brainy Jerry Flack changes his image from "dork" to "cool kid," only to discover that he'd rather be himself.
Crispin: Cross of Lead (5.0)





Avi
Falsely accused of theft of murder, an orphaned peasant boy in fourteenth- century England flees his village and meets a larger-than-life juggler who holds a dangerous secret.

*Lay-ups and Long Shots (4.7)




James Bruchac

This is a book of sports-related short stories, including track, football, martial arts, Ping Pong, and dirt bike riding. The characters face obstacles to overcome such things as being overweight, being over-confident, and being impatient

The Boy who Dared (4.9)




Susan Campbell Bartoletti

Part history, part fiction, Bartoletti tells the story of Helmuth Hubener, a heroic German youth who dared to stand up to Hitler and the Nazi powers. Includes pictures and an author’s note explaining what was really true and what was fiction.
*Travel Team (5.4) or Summer Ball (5.3)



Mike Lupica

After being cut from his travel basketball team, the same team that his father once led to the championship, 12 year old Danny Walker forms his own team of cast-offs that might have a shot at victory. Summer Ball 
Thirteen-year-old Danny must prove himself all over again for a disapproving coach and against new rivals at a summer basketball camp.
*LeBron James (4.2) 






Barbara M. Linde
A non-fiction book that examines the life and career of basketball star Lebron  James discussing his childhood, success in the NBA and life of the court.
Running Out of Time (4.8)




Margaret Peterson Haddix

When a diphtheria epidemic sweeps through her 1840 village, thirteen-year-old Jesse discovers it is actually a 1995 tourist site under unseen observation by heartless scientists, and it’s up to Jesse to escape the village and save the lives of the dying children.
Ranger’s Apprentice: Book 1 (Ruins of Gorlan  (7.0))

John Flanagan
OR  Book 2 (The Burning Bridge (6.3))
When fifteen-year-old Will is rejected by battleschool, he becomes the reluctant apprentice to the mysterious Ranger Halt, and winds up protecting the kingdom from danger.  Book 2 : Will is forced to overcome his fear of Wargals, the foot soldiers of rebel warlord Morgarath, as Araluen's army prepares to battle Morgarath's forces.
Any sports fiction book or non-fiction biography  by  Matt Christopher
This author is one of the most popular young adult sports writers. He has fiction sports books on any sport imaginable. His non-fiction biographies on a variety of athletes are sure to please the most reluctant readers.
Any book in the FOUND series (5.0-5.2)


Margaret Peterson Haddix
When thirteen-year-olds Jonah and Chip, who are both adopted, learn they were discovered on a plane that appeared out of nowhere, full of babies with no adults on board, they realize that they have uncovered a mystery involving time travel and two opposing forces, each trying to repair the fabric of time.
*Life As We Knew It (4.7) OR any in the series


Susan Beth Pfeffer
Imagine that a meteor has just hit the moon sending it closer to Earth, setting off major catastrophes such as tsunamis, tidal waves and earthquakes. Electricity is gone, the climate changes and there are food shortages everywhere. Life, “as we know it” is gone. Story is told by a 16 year old living in PA as she writes about the events in her journal.
*The Lightning Thief (4.7)  OR  any in the series


Rick Riordan

Percy, expelled from six schools for being unable to control his temper, learns the truth from his mother that his father is the Greek god Poseidon, and is sent to Camp HalfBlood where with friends he must journey to the Underworld to retrieve Zeus’s lightning bolt and prevent a major war.

Shiver (4.9)  OR any in the series





Maggie Stiefvater
In all the years she has watched the wolves in the woods behind her house, Grace has been particularly drawn to an unusual yellow-eyed wolf who, in his turn, has been watching her with increasing intensity.
39 Clues Series (11 books in series) (4.0-5.3)



Various Authors
Amy and Dan, members of the powerful Cahill family, try to uncover the thirty-nine clues which will reveal the secrets of their lineage and find out what really happened to their parents.
*Iceberg, right ahead (8.1)(challenging)


Stephanie Sammartino McPherson
Read about the Titanic from when it was made until its underwater discovery in 1985. This book is filled with personal accounts, survivor stories, and pictures, as well as the changes made to prevent future tragedies.
